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The Prelude to the Introduction of Artemisinin Medicines to the World

LI Runhong, RAO Yi, ZHANG Daging

Abstract: After the discovery and effective structural transformation of artemisinin
from traditional Chinese herb, Chinese scientists revealed a variety of efficient
and quick-response artemisinin derivatives internationally and sought possible
international cooperation. The article mainly reviews the tortuous process of how
Chinese medical scientists sought cooperation with WHO in promoting artemisinin
drugs. Apart from the long-lasting problems on scientific organization system,
the weakness of Chinese industrial capacity and negligence of some issues might
contribute more to the failure of this international cooperation. Some lessons were
also analyzed to guide the future development of Chinese drugs.
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